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Partnering with Parents 

By Laree Taula 



 I work for the Early Childhood Council.  We are a non 
profit organisation that represents over half of all 
centre based ECE centres in New Zealand 

 Mother of one grown up child and care for one other 
child (5 years) 

 Of mixed ethnicity, Samoan (Paternal) and European 
(Maternal) 

 Background in Public Policy (Education) 

About Me  



 “Reducing child abuse and rheumatic fever, and 
improving the proportion of children receiving 
immunisations, attending early childhood education 
and achieving NCEA are all objectives we should get 
behind, however until we address the underlying 
social and economic determinants of these issues, we 
will continue to see poor outcomes for children and 
the adults they become.” (Children's Commissioner 
Dr Russell Wills) 

 

Education and Health are 
inextricably linked 



 

 New Zealand’s Current Affairs Programme – Third 
Degree, last Thursday asked viewers to judge, “Our 
kids - is the problem poverty or parenting?”  

 

 63% of respondents said it was parenting 

 37% said it was poverty 

 

 

 

Parenting is a hot topic 



 The total ECE Govt budget in 2013 is $1.5 billion.  

 $172.5 million over four years in new investment for 
ECE. 

 $80.5 million of this will go towards the Better Public 
Services Target of 98% ECE Participation by 2016. 

 Overall rate 95% 

 Maori 91.7% 

 Pasifika 88.1% 

 Welfare Reforms – Compulsory ECE for children of 
beneficiaries by 15 July 2013 

 

Importance of Early Childhood 
Education 



 

 Early Childhood Council (ECC)  

 Ministry of Social Development (MSD) 

 Plunket   

 

 

 

What is Partnering with Parents? 

http://www.msd.govt.nz/
http://www.plunket.org.nz/home


Many studies support the notion that; 

 Programmes that combine child-focused educational 
activities with explicit attention to parent-child 
interaction patterns and relationship building appear 
to have the greatest impact.  

 

When what the child hears is in tune,  
the child smiles 

http://nz.bing.com/images/search?q=smiley+face+image&view=detail&id=E49AB834B2E8EBA66707803E8C3A103C685B262B&first=0


CHILD

PARENT ECE TEACHER

Partnership for 
quality ECE 

learning outcomes



Is made up of three sessions involving; 

 the identification of parental issues, 

 professionals listening to parents, 

 the formation, by health and education professionals, 
of responses to parental issues,  

 the development of plans to strengthen an maintain 
the relationships between all parties, 

 parenting education and support as needed.   

 

A fully facilitated Partnering with 
Parents programme 



Parent and 
Teacher voice  
film clip link 

Partnering with Parents.mov
Partnering with Parents.mov
Partnering with Parents.mov


 

Scenarios  



A Beautiful Cake 

























Achieving Outcomes 



No Child Left Behind 



• Establish relationships with ECE centres in your area. 

•  Have a designated contact nurse assigned to each 
childcare as the go to person. 

• Know your health population and utilise ECE centres as 
hubs where parents, educators and health 
professionals are all caring for the same group of 
children. 

• Have a list of ECE centres and contact numbers in a 
newsletter going out to patients on your mailing list, 
itemising the benefits of ECE on a child’s development. 

• Host a health event in your area and invite your local 
ECE centres or invite yourself to visit an ECE centre. 

 

Practical Tips 



 Partnering with Parents is about challenging our own 
preconceptions about parenting. 

 Working together to find innovative and practical 
solutions. 

 Early childhood education is an enabler. 

 When health and education work together, greater 
gains are to be made long term. 

 

Conclusion  



Questions 

Partnering with Parents Loop.mov


Laree Taula – Partnering with Parents Project Co-ordinator 
Early Childhood Council 
Email policy@ecc.org.nz 
www.ecc.org.nz 
 
Lorraine Tarrant, Lead Advisor, Child Development and Parent Support 
Family and Community Services (MSD) 
Email Lorraine.Tarrant001@msd.govt.nz 
http://www.skip.org.nz/ 
 
Regan Mayo  National S.K.I.P Leader (Strategies with Kids, Information 
for Parents) 
Plunket 
Email Regan.Mayo@plunket.org.nz 
www.plunket.org.nz 

 

Contact Details 
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