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H. Peter Soyer

NZ – World Capital of Melanoma
What‘s New in Melanoma Morphology?

p.soyer@uq.edu.au

telederm@uq.edu.au
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What‘s New in Melanoma?

• Dermoscopy

• Clinicopathologic Correlation

• Melanoma Clasification

• Field Cells
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420 Dermatologists
for 21 Mill inhabitants
in Australia

850 Dermatologists
for 8 Mill inhabitants
in Austria
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• 99 equivocal melanocytic lesions

D1: Diagnosis with no information available

D2: Diagnosis with knowledge of age, sex and location

D3: Diagnosis with knowledge of the clinical diagnosis

D4: Diagnosis with clinical image

D5: Diagnosis with dermoscopic image
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Increase of Level of Diagnostic Confidence
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The histopathologic criteria for the diagnosis 
of MSN can work as such, but the final 
histopathologic diagnosis is a clinically-aided 
interpretation.

Clinical data sometimes reverse the initial 
histopathologic evaluation.

Conclusion
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 Superficial Spreading Melanoma (SSM)

 Nodular Melanoma (NM) 

 Lentigo Maligna Melanoma (LMM)

 Acral Lentiginous Melanoma (ALM)

The Histogenesis and Biologic Behavior of 
Primary Human Melanomas of the Skin

Clark WH Jr and colleagues 1969 
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No significant difference in overall survival or 

treatment responses between categories when tumors 

of equivalent tumor thickness were compared
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Melanoma arising on skin with evidence of chronic 

sun-induced damage (CSD Melanoma)

Melanoma arising on skin without evidence of 

chronic sun-induced damage (non-CSD 

Melanoma)

Acral Melanoma

Mucosal Melanoma

New Melanoma Classification?
Curtin JA and colleagues 2005
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Phenotypic characteristics will become 

surrogate markers for genetic knowledge
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The Vision beyond Classification

Development of a melanoma classification 

system that combines analysis of known 

genetic factors with histopathology may 

produce a clinically powerful method for 

managing individual patients and guiding 

research in the immediate future.
A. Viros 2008

39June 09



June 09 Dermatology Research Centre 40



Dermatology Research Centre

H. Peter Soyer

How wide and deep 

is wide and deep enough?
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