
1 

Professor Peter Sykes  
Gynaecological Oncologist and Head of 

Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

University of Otago 

 

 

 
 



Gynae cancer cases 

Peter Sykes 2011 

2 



3 



Hr hpv testing 

• An asymptomatic 47 yr old woman with a 
history of CIN3 is undergoing annual cytologic 
surveillance. 

• You take a liquid based smear which is 
reported as being normal but her high risk 
HPV test is reported as positive 

 

• What is your advice to her? 
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• A 52 year old is under your care with a history 
of breast cancer. 

• She is on tamoxifen and has not had any 
vaginal bleeding for 3 years. 

• She has had some pelvic pain and you have 
performed an uss. 

• The pain has resolved and the scan is normal 
but the endometrial thickness is reported as 
8mm 
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• A 58 year old presents with post menopausal 
bleeding how would you investigate her? 
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• A 49 year old asymptomatic woman has a 
routine smear. It is reported as showing 
atypical glandular cells of uncertain 
significance. 

• What is the differential diagnosis. 
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• A 25 year old woman comes to you concerned 
because her mother has recently died of 
ovarian cancer. 

• She is worried she will get it too. 

• Describe your approach to this issue. 
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• A 24 year old woman with a threatened 
miscarriage at 8 weeks gestation has a scan. 
This shows a 6 cm complex ovarian cyst. 

• What would you advise her? 
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Uterine content of 42 yr old 
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• A 65 year old with some change in her bowel 
habit has a ct colonogram 

 

• The colonogram is normal but she is reported as 
having a 4 cm right and a 2 cm left ovarian cyst  

 

• What would you do? 
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Hpv vaccination 

• A mother of a 14 year old girl says she is 
concerned about the risks of HPV vaccination. 

• She also believes her daughter will not be 
sexually active for some years. 

• She requests your advice on the benefit of 
vaccination for her daugter. 
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• A 60 year old from auckland moves to your 
practice 

• She underwent a hysterectomy and vault 
brachytherapy for endometrial cancer 2 years 
ago and she has been asked to see a local GP 
for further follow up 

• She comes to see you for this  

• What would you do?  
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• A womans smear is reported as showing 
atypical squamous cells of uncertain 
significance. 

 

• What should you do? 
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• An 18 yr old with an unplanned pregnancy 
visits your practice 

• As part of the work up your locum performs a 
smear 

• This is reported as showing abnormal cells 
suggestive of a high grade squamous lesion 

• Your thoughts on this? 
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Ovarian metastasis 

• A 35 yr old woman presents with abdominal 
pain and lower abdominal distension 

 

• On questioning she has experienced some 
loose mucousy stools intermittently 

• On investigation she has bilateral complex 
ovarian masses. 

• What further investigations would you 
consider 
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Rising ca 125 post ca ovary 

• A 62 year old woman underwent surgery and 
chemotherapy for ovarian cancer 12 months 
ago 

• She is asymptomatic but has had a CA125 
taken and this is elevated 

• She is distressed and comes to talk to you 

• What are the important issues that need to be 
discussed? 
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Management of small bowel 
obstruction 

• A 52 year old woman comes to see you 3 
years from her treatment of ovarian cancer 

• She has symptoms of subacute bowel 
obstruction 

• How should she be managed 
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